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Q - Can you explain math fact fluency?

A - It is very important for students to learn their basic math facts so they become automatic. Two seconds would be enough time to give an answer.  According to brain research, when a child knows facts fluently, he/she will be able to concentrate on learning new and more difficult math concepts because the math facts are in his/her long term memory.

What we've learned with our new program is that before a child can learn their facts automatically, they need to understand what the facts mean.

For addition, 1st grade students should be able to use different strategies such as making tens, doubles plus or minus one or two to figure out answers. The more they do this, the more automatic it becomes.

Understanding the connection between addition and subtraction allows a child be successful in subtraction. They should think of 10-3 as 3 plus what equals10.

Multiplication and division has that same connection. If they know that 7 x 8 = 56, then 56 divided by 7 is the same as 7 times what equals 56.

If students know their 2’s table, they should be able to figure out their 4’s table by just doubling the answer. Most children know their 5 table, so 4 and 6 tables should be able to be figured out by adding or subtracting a group of the number being multiplied. Ex.  5 groups of 6 = 30, so 6 groups of 6 is 30 + 6 which is 36.  These are strategies that our students will be exposed to in Math in Focus.
These are the expectations by the end of the year: 

4th grade: Addition, Subtraction - 50 problems in 2 minutes

                Multiplication – 50 problems in 3 minutes

      Division – 50 problems in 3 minutes

These are the benchmarks for the end of each marking period: 
1st marking period:   Addition, Subtraction - 50 problems in 2.5 minutes

       


Multiplication – 50 problems in 3 minutes




Division  (divisors of 1-5) – 50 problems in 4 minutes
2nd marking period:  Addition, Subtraction - 50 problems in 2.5 minutes

       


Multiplication – 50 problems in 3 minutes




Division (divisors of 1-7) – 50 problems in 4 minutes
3rd marking period: Addition, Subtraction - 50 problems in 2 minutes

       


Multiplication – 50 problems in 3 minutes




Division (divisors of 1-9) – 50 problems in 4 minutes

4th marking period:    Addition, Subtraction - 50 problems in 2 minutes

       


Multiplication – 50 problems in 3 minutes




Division (divisors of 1-9) – 50 problems in 3 minutes
